novel Gil Blas; such fame, when it comes, is to be treasured.
Until M. Florkin's burrowings in local sources we knew no more of the period 1729-33 in Procope's life than that he had been domiciled in Belgium. This book now relates the quarrels in which he was involved, whilst at Liege, with the Baron de Walef and a quack named Delille. The second problem which M. Florkin poses and leaves unsolved, viz. what happened to Procope in London between 1713 and 1725, is one which intrigues the British reader even more. We do know from a letter transcribed in these pages that he 'studied anew under the illustrious doctors who were not too proud to consult with me'. The opening chapter gives a brief sketch of the evolution of blood transfusion from the time of William Harvey's discovery to the present day. The second chapter discusses the changing views on shock and gives reasons for the present day conception of the shocked state; while in the succeeding chapter we are shown how incontrovertible testimony proved that transfusion of whole blood was the best restorative measure for severely shocked battle casualties.
Chapters IV, V, and VI are chiefly concerned with the methods adopted to obtain the necessary blood, chiefly from the willing volunteers of the United States, through the wonderful organization of the American National Red Cross who altogether organized over thirteen million donations of blood. It is stated that there was some degree of syncope in nearly two per cent of donors.
The next few chapters give full details of the preparation, packaging and transport of blood, plasma and albumin, together with the laboratory technique necessary to preserve the products in perfect condition. Chapter XIV is devoted to a consideration of blood-substitutes and other intravenous fluids. Gum acacia solution was not used in World War II, and it is stated (on page 791) that amyloid degeneration had been known to follow its administration.
Chapters XV, XVI, and XVII give full accounts of the methods employed and the results obtained respectively in the Mediterranean, the European and the Pacific theatres of war. Then come two chapters of special importance to all surgeons for they contain a description of the reactions to and the complications which may follow transfusion, and enunciate the general principles of treatment of wound-shock. The final chapter (XX) deals at length with the methods adopted in the Korean War to supply an adequate supply of blood and blood-products for the treatment of the wounded.
The American Army authorities are commendably self-critical. In his Foreword the Surgeon General comments, 'It is hard to understand why the United States was
